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the pilgrims, who should be free to come and go as usual* and to pass through their lines. Their quarrel was with the Government and the Government alone.
The assistance they asked for was soon forthcoming ; fresh levies kept arriving from all quarters. For once in a way the tribes seemed in perfect agreement.
At the time of our arrival the Turkish troops in Medina may have mustered 10,000, with twenty guns ; the Arabs upwards of 20,000, and were daily increasing.
Medina is situated in an open plain at an altitude of about 3,000 feet above sea-level. On three sides the plain is bounded by mountains, from five to ten miles distant from the town, but to the south the country is open. The city itself in shape is roughly an oval, measuring about a mile at its greater diameter. It really consists of two towns joined together. The older one, which has a separate wall, contains the mosque and most of the dwelling houses and shops ; the other is the more modern part, in which are situated most of the public buildings, markets, and barracks. It includes a large open space in which caravans assemble on arrival or before starting. A smaller wall has been built on to the other to protect this quarter. There are several gates, which are named after the places to which the roads issuing from them lead: one, for instance, is called the Bab-esh-Sham or Syrian gate, another the Mecca gate, and so on. Water is supplied by a number of wells, and is plentiful and good in quality. There are date plantations and other cultivation almost completely surrounding the town, and extending for several miles. The railway station lies to the west of the town, about a quarter of a mile from the outer wall. At the time I was there it was not completed, but some substantial stone buildings were then in course of erection, which, by the way, being quite bullet-proof, proved very useful during the fighting. The cemetery known as the Bakeia is on the south side, abutting on to the wall. Here are buried many of the most famous men in the history of Islam, including several relations of the Prophet. During my stay it was almost constantly under fire.
I should put the normal population of Medina, apart from troops and pilgrims, at 30,000 all told. Their